
 

Environmental Commission 

Minutes 
16 May 2016 

      
Present: Ken Miller,  Ed Komczyk, Eric Agren, Jim Robinson, Denice DiCarlo and Miriam Reichenbach  
Alternate: Maureen Concordia    
Guests: Domenic Lanciano, Aimee Boucher, Joe Rhyner 
Call to Order: Ken Miller called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  
Secretary’s Report: Eric moved and Ken seconded a motion to approve the minutes as printed. Approved. Jim abstained.  
The mayor swore in Maureen Concordia as a member of the commission. Ed told the group that Domenic is interested in 
serving as an alternate on the commission and he has submitted an interest request to the twp. Denice will add his name 
to tomorrow’s agenda.  
Public Comment: Joe Rhyner reported on the GCMUA renewal request. There will be an increase in discharge water, 
which is not a big deal. The twp can utilize some of the water for the golf course.  
Aimee Maska Boucher: spoke with the group about what the twp does to keep the residents informed of local activities. 
There are weekly email blasts with an average open rate of 50%, and a click rate of about 12%. Aimee uses Facebook, 
which is an enormous success,  and Twitter to keep residents up-to-date. If our commission identifies what we want 
publicized, Aimee will ensure that the information is disseminated. The twp website is undergoing an update to make it 
more interactive and more informative. 
Family Fun Day plans are underway. We can promote our activities at that venue. Eric asked about a kids’ fishing 
tournament (go through public works); what fish are in the river at this time of year; what are the tides on that day; can 
kids fish in the cove area? Denice and eric will both investigate these questions. 
Miriam asked aif the twp calendar can be a 15 or 16 month calendar as the September to august format is not convenient 
for most people. Additionally, our commission would like to have the same spot at Fun Day that we had last September. 
There was extensive discussion regarding West Deptford’s presence on Facebook. 
 
Old Business:  
ERI Update:  Ed informed us that Solvay made a donation of $1500 to be used for the completion of the ERI. It is possible 
that COIM will make a contribution as well.  
We will have a work session with DVRPC on 8 June at 10:00 a.m. at Riverwinds. The subcommittee of Ed, Ken and Eric 
will oversee the construction of the ERI..   
Water Quality Update: Denice reported on the expected report from the DEP regarding contaminated wells. Wells #3 and 
8 are still shut down. The water testing must be consistent from well to well and from month to month. Joe Rhyner spoke 

about which water systems must be tested. 
Grant Applications: The grant application submitted by Eric and Maureen was turned down There were just too many 
applicants. We all agreed that our application was very well done! Eric asked about the protocol for obtaining donations to 
assist in cleaning up the area at the river ramp and the surrounding bank areas. Ask Deb Turnner-Fox at the twp office for 
direction. Joe suggested that Eric determine what the job needs in materials and money. Make a list and then look for an 
eagle scouts who might need a project.  
 
Chairperson’s Report: Many thanks to Maureen and Eric for the marvelous grant application they submitted. It’s time to 
look at Sustainable New Jersey and how we can become involved with this group. East Greenwich is an active 
participant, so we should make contact with that group. Perhaps the best place to start is with our schools. The mail sent 
to the commission has been picked up and dealt with as necessary. Thanks for the prominence of West Deptford and our 
library in the recent NJEA TV ad. 
Could we have a dedicated email box on the twp website? Denise said this is coming on the newly updated site. 
New Business:  
The newly created Beautification Committee is sponsoring a clean-up/beautifying event on Saturday and Sunday at 
Riverwinds. The county is involved with an ERI-type project with the assistance of DVRPC. Ed Phelps will work with us on 
“where does water come from?” for our Fun Day activity. Joe Rhyner has a water diorama, access to a storm scope and 
an “ant farm” type of set up depicting water.   
Planning Committee: No work session this month. Park West is still under discussion. 



Financial Report: Budget approved.   
For the Good of the Order: Ed asked what will happen with private wells that currently test clean? There is no plan for 
these wells. Joe explained what Solvay is doing now, and planning in the future, regarding testing the contaminated 
plume.  Ed asked what will happen in the future if a currently clean well tests contaminated? Denice told us the DEP will 
be very happy to see the end of all private wells. 
Domenic reported that there is a boom in Little Mantuia Creek as the result of a truck accident. 
Public Comment: Nothing. 
 
Adjourn: at 8:45 p.m. Ed moved and Jim seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Dates to Remember: 
 
18 July, 7:00 p.m.    Next Commission meeting – at Riverwinds 
  
  

 
 


